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COUNTRY STRATEGY 

 
 
OPERATIONS 

  
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number 

of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

DEV 200119 Country 

Programme Burundi 

Jan 2011 

– Dec 

2016 

610,060 104,704,558 45,969,649 

 

44% 

 

5,152,238 

 

Multilateral, 

Netherlands, 

Burundi, Canada 

and Germany 

PRRO 200655: Assistance 

to Refugees and 

Vulnerable Food Insecure 

Populations 

Jul 2014 – 

Jun 2016 

848,000 69,753,057 23,636,162 

 

34% 6,247,818 

 

USA, Multilateral, 

European 

Commission, UN 

CERF and Norway 

IR-EMOP 200851 1 May – 31 

July 2015 

25,000 1,499,811 

 

- - - - 

*July-December 2015 

Summary of WFP assistance:  
To support the government’s development agenda, WFP developed a Country Strategy, implemented through a protracted 

relief and recovery operation (PRRO) and a country programme (CP) to progressively shift the emphasis of interventions 

from relief and recovery to longer term objectives to address some of the root causes of food insecurity. The programmatic 

tools developed are consistent with the government's Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper II (2012-2016) and the United 

Nations Development Assistance Framework for 2012-2016. Gender considerations are a part of all WFP interventions from 

targeting to implementation, monitoring and evaluation.  

 

The relief operation contributes to Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 1, 2,3,4,5 and 7 by providing food assistance to 

refugees and returnees; malnourished pregnant and nursing women and children below five years of age; school children 

in areas with a high concentration of returnees; vulnerable people living in social institutions; and other food insecure 

populations. Through the nutrition component, WFP will target both men and women for nutrition outreach activities, 

counselling and nutrition sensitisation.    

 

The country programme contributes to MDGs 1 and 7 through school meals programme to pre- and primary school children; 

nutrition programmes to treat moderate acute malnutrition for children below 5 years, pregnant and nursing women, 

moderately malnourished people living with HIV and prevention of stunting for children below two years; and support to 

agriculture, natural resource management and skills training to foster community recovery and development.  

 

An emergency operation was launched in May to provide lifesaving food assistance to targeted vulnerable populations 

affected by the ongoing socio-political crisis. The food assistance is aimed at meeting urgent food and nutrition needs of 

internally displaced persons (IDPs) and vulnerable people among host communities and to reduce or stabilise undernutrition 

to below emergency levels.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

WFP’s Burundi country strategy prioritises food and 

nutrition security, capacity development of government 

institutions and humanitarian response action. WFP 

supports food insecure and malnourished people through 

nutrition interventions, the provision of school meals, food 

assistance to victims of climatic shocks and the 

empowerment of communities to create assets and 

improve food production. Assisted people also include 

refugees from the Democratic Republic of Congo, 

Burundian returnees and expellees (Burundians without 

refugee status) from neighbouring countries. WFP plans to 

expand new initiatives including cash and voucher 

transfers, home grown school feeding, and purchase for 

progress and food fortification. WFP has been present in 

Burundi since 1968. 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/burundi
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

PARTNERSHIPS 

WFP partnered with Burundi Red Cross to distribute food to people affected by the ongoing crisis in Kirundo, Makamba 
and Bujumbura. WFP established a partnership with International Medical Corps for nutrition activities to support targeted 
supplementary feeding programmes for treatment of moderate acute malnutrition and blanket supplementary feeding 
programme for prevention of stunting.  
 
For the relief operation, WFP is partnering with the Ministries of Agriculture, Education and the National Office for the 
Protection of Refugees and Stateless Persons in the Ministry of Interior; UNHCR; International Rescue Committee (IRC), 
World Vision International, CED-CARITAS Burundi and various community based organisations. Distribution of cash based 
assistance for fresh food was implemented in partnership with the Banque Commerciale du Burundi (BANCOBU), a local 

commercial bank. WFP partnered with IRC to deliver food assistance in the form of hot meals and a return food package 
to Burundian returnees. WFP partnered with UNICEF for nutrition activities.  
 
Under school feeding, the government, through the Ministry of Education continues to provide support by overseeing 
implementation through a ministerial committee and the provincial directorates for Education. Welthungerhilfe has 
continued to make a significant contribution to school feeding by covering much of the implementation costs. The Ministry 
of Health, World Vision International, and UN agencies play an important role in the implementation of nutrition 
interventions. WFP is partnering with IFAD on the implementation of the food fortification project, launched in 2014. The 
Ministry of Health and Fight against AIDS also partnered with WFP in the provision of food assistance to ART clients. 
 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

Burundi is emerging from a decade and a half of socio-political conflict and 
still faces food security and nutrition challenges. It is a resource poor, low 
income and food deficit country. According to the 2014 Global Hunger Index 
report, the country has the highest levels of hunger in sub-Saharan Africa. 
It is ranked last, position 16, with a global index score of 35.6. The 2014 
UNDP Human Development Report ranks Burundi 180 out of 187 countries. 
Poverty is widespread, with 90–95 percent of the population living on less 
than USD 2 per day, particularly in rural areas. There is a high pressure on 
land due to population density, which is the highest in Africa (310 
inhabitants/km2), due to rapid population growth (2.8 percent in 2012).  
Malnutrition is a major concern in Burundi. While the findings of the 2014 
Comprehensive Food Security and Vulnerability Analysis (CFSVA) 
coordinated by WFP, Government of Burundi, UN agencies, USAID/Food for 
Peace and the African Development Bank show some improvement, the 
food security and nutrition indicators remain alarming. The average 
national stunting prevalence is very high at almost 50 percent, and most 
provinces in the north and east of the country suffer from even higher rates 
ranging between 50 and 60 percent. Agriculture, the backbone of the 
economy which accounts for approximately 35 percent of GDP and 90 
percent of the population’s income, is dominated by subsistence farmers who depend heavily on their production to meet 
their food and income needs. The poorest and most vulnerable communities generally depend and often live on marginal 
lands. These communities lack the capacity to cope with more severe climatic shocks such as floods and/or droughts 
which often claim lives and undermine livelihoods. Domestic food production is insufficient to meet the needs of the 
population: the country faces a significant food deficit of over 32 percent. This context compounded by the challenges of 
the 2015 general elections, call for enhanced attention on humanitarian issues. 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 During the reporting period, WFP purchased about 2,000 
mt of maize locally from smallholder farmers. The food will 
be utilised under the school meals programme. 

 An interagency assessment carried out in June 
recommended immediate food assistance for 100,000 
people affected by the ongoing socio-political crisis in 
Bujumbura, Kirundo and Makamba Provinces. Food 
distributions for those affected by the crisis started in July.  

 A nutrition screening exercise conducted in June in Kirundo 
Province showed global acute malnutrition rates of 6 
percent and severe acute malnutrition of 1.5 percent. WFP 
is supporting treatment programmes for moderately 
malnourished children, pregnant and nursing women. To 
further strengthen the response, WFP will initiate targeted 
blanket supplementary feeding for children aged 6-23 
months, pregnant and nursing women in August. 

 In June, WFP and Programme National Intégré 
d’Alimentation et de Nutrition (PRONIANUT)/Ministry of 
Health  trained health care providers in 70 health facilities 
on treatment of moderate acute malnutrition as per the 
Revised National Protocol for Tackling Malnutrition in 
Burundi. 

 Civil unrest erupted on 26 April in Bujumbura after the 
ruling CNDD-FDD party elected President Pierre 
Nkurunziza as its candidate to run for a third term. 
Burundi has experienced an upsurge in violence and 
unrest involving massive protests and clashes between 
the opposition and the armed police in the capital 
Bujumbura and other towns and cities. As on 30 June, 
more than 131,000 Burundians had fled the country into 
neighbouring countries. The ongoing crisis has had 
significant impact on humanitarian needs. Markets and 
livelihood activities have been disrupted, which will likely 
further worsen the pre-existing food and nutrition 
insecurity in the country.  

 WFP trucks have had difficulties bringing food supplies 
from Bujumbura warehouses to distribution sites citing 
insecurity. Commercial transporters from neighbouring 
countries have been reluctant to send their fleets into 
Burundi citing fears of insecurity and looting.  

 Inability for UN staff to access most parts of the country 
because of the violent protests and demonstrations has 
prevented WFP from monitoring its programmes.  

 Burundi is facing shortages of imported food commodities 
because retailers are faced with a sharp devaluation of 
the Burundian currency. The Central Bank reported that 
tax revenue fell by one third below target in May. 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/burundi

